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rebellion, and, to escape the law, lived some titne in Surinam. When he returned, he became zealous: for episcopacy and monarchy; and at the Revolution adhered not only to the Nonjitnrs, but to those who refused 1o communicate with the Church of England, or to be present at any worship where the usurper was mentioned as king. He was, I believe, more than once apprehended in the reign of King William, and once at the accession of George. He was the familiar friend of Hicks1 and Nelson*; a man of letters, but injudicious; anil very curious and inquisitive, but credulous. He lived* in 1743, or 44, about 75 years old.''
The subject of luxury having been introduced, Dr. Johnson defended it. ' We have now (said he) a splendid dinner before us; which of all these dishes is unwholesome ?' The duke asserted, that he had observed the grandees of Spain diminished in their size by luxury. Dr. Johnson politely refrained from opposing directly an observation which the duke himself had made ; but said,' Man must be very different from other animals, if he is diminished by good living; for the size of all other animals is increased by it'.' I made some remark that seemed to imply a belief in second sight. The duchess said,' I fancy you will be a Methodist' This was the only sentence her grace .deigned to utter to me; and I take it for granted, she thought it a good hit on my credulity in the Douglas cause.
A gentleman ia company, after dinner, was desired by the
1 George Hickes, 1642-1715. A non-juror, consecrated in 1693 suffragan bishop of Thetford by three of the deprived non-juror bishops. Chalmers's Biog. Diet. xvii. 450. Burnet {Hist, of Ms own Time, iv. 303) describes him as 'an ill-tempered man, who was now [1712] at the head of the Jacobite party, and who had in several books promoted a notion, that there was a proper sacrifice made ii; the Eucharist.' Bos-well mentions him, ante, iv. 331.
" Sec ante, ii. 525.                ° This must be a mistake for He died.
1 ' It is generally supposed that life is longer in places where there are few opportunities of luxury; but I found no instance here of extraordinary longevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten cakes like a citizen at a turtle feast. He is, indeed, seldom incommoded by corpulence. Poverty preserves him from sinking under the burden of himself, but he escapes no other injury of time.' Johnson's Works, ix. 81.
duke gentlemen in the hall.    Dr. Johnson took
